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Amos 9:1 - 15 

Chapter 9 continues the word of the Lord against Israel in the fifth vision of the prophet. Amos sees God standing by the altar at the false worship place in Bethel. The temple, filled with people, suddenly shakes uncontrollably, falling apart and plunging down upon their heads. No one would survive, and if anyone did, God would make sure that they did not survive for long. This was a vision of the destruction of the nation, but not a literal prediction of how it would happen. The example of a sieve points out that God will save some out of judgment. Not all of His people would be destroyed. By shaking grain through a sieve farmers cleaned the chaff and dirt away from the good grain. The residue fell into a trash heap, but the good grain was left safe in the collector. 

Near the end of His proclamation of punishment, God again mentions the arrogance of His people who have claimed that nothing evil can overtake them. They cannot be beaten; they cannot fail to claim victory over their enemies. If they had been faithful to God and felt a heart-centered dependence upon Him, their words would have been true. If they had been relying on God, worshiping Him in trust and loyalty, their words would have been true, but they were speaking out of their own self-righteousness and their belief that God was duty-bound to protect them.

Amos ends his work with words of promise. The people will return and they will be more than completely restored. The land will be so rich that the harvesters and the planters will be almost in one another’s way as they enjoy an unending season of plenty. As always in the Old Testament, visions of restoration and salvation bring abundance to daily living, peace to the nations, and glory to God.  Yet, today many Christians seem unaware of the glorious gift that they have been given. As we go through our daily lives it is easy to forget that God guides our steps and protects us from evil.  It is good to remember the prophets’ visions of restoration and salvation. We are God’s children through His work of love through the cross and within our very being. Jesus said, “I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly.” (John 10:10)
